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As material for the 

construction of our 

building, I pledge 

the agility of my 

hands, the ability of 

my mind, and the 

integrity of my heart. 

2020 is nearly two months in, and the NAWIC year is flying by.  As I write this note we are preparing for 
our Oregon Coast Retreat (February 28-29), where the Portland, Salem and Eugene Chapters get 
together to share ideas and network with the amazing women in our industry.   

Following immediately after the Retreat is WIC Week 2020!  This week-long celebration of women in 
construction is the outreach and education highlight of our year.  The theme for the year is “Paving New 
Roads to Construction,” which is an appropriate slogan for the billboards currently displayed around 
Portland.  Women from member companies across the area will be hosting job tours and learning 
opportunities.  Be sure to look at the calendar of events later in this issue. 

                                                             

As of this month we are 73 members strong, and well on our way to our membership goals.  We are 
planning another full slate of Chapter meetings and events, building on our site tour of the Multnomah 
County Central Courthouse in January, hosted by Hoffman, and a great discussion of Reshma Soujani’s 
TED Talk, “Brave, Not Perfect,” on February 20th. 

This spring, NAWIC members will be representing Portland at Spring Forum in Boise (April 23-25), while a 
dedicated group of volunteers tackles our 3rd house with Rebuilding Together on April 25th. 

As always, we encourage anyone interested in the Chapter’s various events to get in touch with us and 
get involved!  Visit the Chapter website at nawicportland54.org or find us on Instagram, Twitter, and 
Facebook to see what we’re up to next.  Pave new roads to construction, and new roads for your NAWIC 
Chapter, in 2020! 

Liz Cowen – President, Portland Chapter 54 
Goodfellow Bros. 

PRESIDENT 
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OREGON COAST RETREAT 

Hosted by Chapter 54, see attached flier.  

 

FEBRUARY 28-29, 2020 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST FORUM 

Hosted by Boise Chapter, agenda TBA. 

 

APRIL 23-25, 2020 

REBUILDING TOGETHER WORKDAY 

Workday for the NAWIC-sponsored house!  
Join us for our 3rd year with this amazing 
group.  Contact Joanna Westrich to get 
involved. 

 

APRIL 25, 2020 
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Upcoming Events 

 

WIC Week 2020 
Join us for 

March 1-7      

 

What is WIC week you ask? The focus of Women in Construction (WIC) Week is to highlight women as a 
viable component of the construction industry. WIC Week also provides an occasion for NAWIC’s thousands of 
members across the country to raise awareness of the opportunities available for women in the construction 
industry and to emphasize the growing role of women in the industry. It is also a time for local chapters to give 
back to their communities.  

  

The NAWIC Portland 54 Chapter have all worked extremely hard to put together a fantastic calendar of events 
for WIC week, which includes brunch/lunch and learns, jobsite tours, happy hours and construction 
panels/discussions, all led by amazing women in the construction industry. Please see attached for our NAWIC 
WIC week flyer for full calendar of events and additional details and directions on where to park. 

Any questions? Feel free to contact Stacey Lin or Marilyn Morrison, your WIC week committee chairs.  

  

Thanks, and we hope to see you at some/all of these great WIC week events!  
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Brittany Mayes – N8 Excavation 

Ann Jackson – Wenaha Group 
Welcome Back, Ann! 

Carla Massey – Centrex Construction 

Bonnie Smith – MHA Resource Company 

Jessika Jones - Cresa 

ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS 

 

Anniversaries 

January – Liz Rhode (7 years) 
    Stacey Lin (2 years) 
    Anastasia Dixon (1 year) 
    Antonija Krizanac (1 year) 
    Sara Quitugua (1 year) 

February – Dalene Schafer-Bloom (12 years) 
      Stephanie Holmberg (4 years) 
      Sonia Axelrod (2 years) 

March – Marilyn Morrison (12 years) 
  Wanda Slavik (10 years) 
  Peggy Paul (3 years) 
  Sarah Eubanks (2 years) 
  Lindsey Robinson (2 years) 
  Amy Nemetz (2 years) 
  Iris O’Neal (2 years) 
  Susan Wold (2 years) 
  Melanie Woods (1 year) 

April – Anne Hopwood (1 year) 

Birthdays 
The National roster no longer features 

Birthdays; please send yours along so we can 
celebrate with you! 

March 11 – Amy Nemetz, JE Dunn 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Meeting Schedule 
MARCH MEETING 

March 19, 2020 – Location TBD, 5:30-7:00p.m. 

 

APRIL MEETING 

April 16, 2020 – Location TBD, 5:30-7:00p.m. 

 

MAY MEETING 

May 21, 2020 – Location TBD, 5:30-7:00p.m. 

 

Highlights from Recent Meetings 

January 16, 2020 – Site tour of the new Multnomah County Central Courthouse. 

 

February 20, 2020 – Viewing and discussion of 2016 TED Talk, “Teach Girls to Be Brave, Not 
Perfect.” 
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 Chapter News & Announcements 

BLOCK KIDS RESULTS 

Crestline Elementary School, 01/24/2020, 71 students participated, 39 of 71 participants are 
girls. 1st place built a power station, with a transmission Station, 2nd place built a slide, 3rd 
place built a wrecking ball with a wall.  
 

 

WIC WEEK BILLBOARDS 

The WIC Week billboards are on display now at the following locations.  Thanks to Marilyn 
Morrison for making this happen! 
 

o NE 61st & NE Sandy Blvd 
o SE 122nd & SE Foster Blvd 
o NW Highway 30 approximately 1 Mile South of St Johns 

Bridge 
o SW 107th & SW Canyon Road 

 
 

WIC WEEK SOCIAL MEDIA CONTEST 

While you are out and about during WIC Week 2020, don’t forget to tag us in!  Use 
#NAWICpdx and #WIC, and follow NAWIC on your favorite platform, and you could win a 
$25 gift card or some new NAWIC swag. 

Entries will be collected through 3/7, winner announced at the March Chapter meeting. 
Contact Amy Nemetz with any questions. 

 

REBUILDING TOGETHER 

April 25th is Rebuilding Together’s big workday, but we need to start planning now.  House 
Captain Joanna Westrich is looking for volunteer wranglers, material coordinators, and 
homeowner liaisons to make our 3rd house sparkle.  Contact her if you are interested in 
participating in any capacity. 

 

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE 

Goals of the EP Program  
1. Develop and promote uniformity with the mentorship program  
2. Ensure that emerging professionals have a positive experience  
3. Facilitate opportunities for sharing of ideas and resources  
4. Arm women with tools to maximize their impact on the job  
5. Recognition to individuals & employers who exemplify these qualities/objectives 
 
Contact Misti Burdine for more information on the program! 

 
 

NATIONAL OFFICER ELECTIONS 

https://www.naylornetwork.com/naw-nwl/pdf/2020_Officer_Candidates_(1).pdf 

Voting guidelines and candidates are now available to view online.  Active, Corporate, and 
Member-at-Large NAWIC members will receive ballot information in May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block Kids – January 24, 2020.  Seventy-one students 
from Crestline Elementary participated this year. 

Holidays 2019 – a great time to relax and enjoy the 
season with your Chapter.  You’d never believe we were 
just fighting over White Elephant gifts with those grins! 

Fall Conference, Reno – We toured a renovation of the 
Sands Hotel just off the strip.  I think the tour guide was 

a little overwhelmed by the energy! 

Yas, Liz, Charris, Gloria and Salem’s great photographer 
Juli head out for another great NAWIC adventure. 
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Coming Soon 

 

 

 

 

NAWIC NEWS 
 

Please send all articles and content 
recommendations for this chapter to 

amy.nemetz@jedunn.com by the 
25th of each month. 

CONTACT INFO UPDATE 
 

Members can update contact 
information through the member 
center which can be found after 
signing in at www.nawic.org. 

IDEAS FOR OUR CHAPTER? 
 

Contact the board members listed on 
the front page of this newsletter if 

you have any ideas for the future of 
our chapter. 

WEBSITE 
 
 

Visit our website at 
nawiwportland54.org/ 

CONNECT WITH US 
Connect with us on Instagram at 

@NawicPDX54 
Connect with us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/NawicPDX54 
Connect with us on Twitter at 

@NawicPortland54 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 
 

NAWIC #54 
PO Box 40754  

Portland, OR 97240 

Contact Information 
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Guide to Chapter 54 Committees  

 

Please contact the committee chair for more information or to get involved with any of our chapter committees.  All members are encouraged to participate! 

FINANCE/BUDGET – Joanna Westrich, joanna.westrich@lewisbuilds.com 
Reviews financial reports and budgets; reviews tax forms prior to transmitting; makes recommendations to Board of Directors for contracts, expenses, and serves as 
signature authority; responsible for evaluating allocation of revenue and expenses quarterly. 

AUDIT – Open 
Secondary review of financials and contracts for compliance. 

MEMBERSHIP – Audra Petrie, apetrie@tcco.com 
Ensures new members are welcomed, informed, and encouraged to participate.  Brings new member packets/cd to each chapter function; obtains bios from new 
members; maintains record of membership. 

NOMINATING – Open 
Identifies and encourages members to become candidates for each available officer/board position and awards.  Manages voting procedures.  Awards include “Member 
of the Year”, “Future Leader”, and “Hall of Fame”. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & EDUCATION (PD&E) – Liz Rhode, erhode@gillaspyrhode.com; Charris Sonne-Phinney, csphinney@anchorias.com 
Research, contact and arrange monthly topics, speakers or workshops.  Introduces speaker and follows up with thank you correspondence.  Coordinates menu and 
RSVPs with caterer and develops a short summary of presentation for the newsletter. 

BREWFEST – Lauren Holmes, lauren.holmes@lewisbuilds.com; Sofia Woods, sofia.woods@convergint.com 
Coordinates event/fundraiser with venue, advertises, generates sponsors/auction items, organizes registration, and serves as hostess.  (Annual Fundraiser) 

INDUSTRY OUTREACH & MARKETING – Charris Sonne-Phinney, csphinney@anchorias.com 
Identify and contact industry-related businesses, agencies, organizations and the media to educate them about NAWIC and encourage them to support our mission.  
Organize participation in other organizations. 

COMMUNICATION – Amy Nemetz, amy.nemetz@jedunn.com 
Update membership and other views on our progress, successes, events and general NAWIC information via social media, NAWIC Chapter website and newsletter. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE – Amy Nemetz, amy.nemetz@jedunn.com 
Organize community service events (Rebuilding Together, Girl Scouts). 

BLOCK KIDS – Sara Quitunga, sq@bremik.com; Kelly Aust, kelly.aust@skanska.com 
Coordinates event with venue, advertises and generates sponsors.  Organizes registration, activities, schedule, and instructors. 

DRAFTING DESIGN COMPETITION – Erin Holmes, eholmes@cochraninc.com 
Coordinates judging of local and regional submissions.  Submits winners to National. 

WIC WEEK – Marilyn Morrison, mmorrison@tcco.com; Stacey Lin, slin@swinerton.com 
Plans and coordinates events for WIC Week (March 1st-7th, 2020) the focus is to highlight women as a visible component of the construction industry and is a time to give 
back to their communities. 

SCHOLARSHIP (NFSF) – Lauren Holmes, lauren.holmes@lewisbuilds.com 
Solicit applications for undergraduate and construction craft scholarships and submit award applications to National. 

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS – Misti Burdine, mburdine@ur.com 
Facilitating the encouragement of future leaders of NAWIC through mentorship. 

REGIONAL FALL CONFERENCE – Open 
Organize Regional Fall Conference event. 

OREGON COAST RETREAT (February 2020) – Charris Sonne-Phinney, csphinney@anchorias.com 
Organize retreat for Oregon chapters (Portland, Salem and Eugene). 

CHARTERING BEND NAWIC CHAPTER – Janelle Markovich, janelle.markovich@propelinsurance.com 
Ensures potential new members are welcomed, informed, and encouraged to participate for future Bend, OR Chapter. 



 

 

 
Oregon Coast Retreat 2020 

 
The Surfsand Resort 
Cannon Beach, Oregon 

 
Friday, February 28th 
 
4:30pm-7pm: Registration – Hotel Room #1209 

 
7:45pm-9:30pm: Welcome Reception – Beach Bon Fire (weather permitting) 

Hosted by Portland Chapter #54 
 
Saturday, February 29th 

 
8:30am-9am: Continental Breakfast – Haystack Garden Meeting Center  
 
9:05am-9:20am: Ice Breaker 
 
9:20am-12pm: Morning Session - Haystack Garden Meeting Center 

Keynote Presentation by Joanna Westrich – Portland #54, 
“Seismic Risk in Oregon and Earthquake Preparedness” 

 
10:30-10:45am: Break 

 
12pm-1pm: Lunch  
 
1pm-4pm: Afternoon Session – Haystack Garden Meeting Center 
 

1pm-4pm: Team building activities by chapter 
1-1:55pm: Portland Chapter #54 

1:55-2:10pm: Break 
2:10-3:05pm: Salem Chapter #198 
3:05pm-4:00pm: Eugene Chapter #77 

 
4pm-4:15pm:  Closing and adjourn  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

3/1/2020 3/2/2020 3/3/2020 3/4/2020 3/5/2020 3/6/2020 3/7/2020

8:00 AM

8:30 AM

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

10:00 AM

10:30 AM

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

1:00 PM

1:30 PM

2:00 PM

2:30 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM

4:00 PM

4:30 PM

5:00 PM

5:30 PM

6:00 PM

"Tech Trends" Brunch & 

Learn Hosted by Mortenson 

8:30AM-9:30AM

TRI-MET JOBSITE TOUR By 

JE Dunn 3:30PM-4:30PM

ADIDAS JOBSITE TOUR By 

Turner 4:30PM-6:00PM

"Seismic Retrofit" Lunch & 

Learn Hosted by JE Dunn 

12:00PM-1:30PM

OREGON ZOO JOBSITE TOUR By 

Lease Crutcher Lewis 3:30PM-

4:30PM

"Women in Timber 

Construction" Q&A 

Discussion & Happy Hour 

($15 Pre-Registration) by 

Swinerton 3:30PM-5:30PM Post-Zoo Tour Happy Hour 

Hosted by Lease Crutcher Lewis 

4:30PM-6:00PM



 
 

 

- Tues March 3rd, 2020: Mortenson, 8:30AM - 9:30AM 
o Presentation: “Tech Trends” (Brunch & Learn)  

 Brief Description: Join us, as our team of Integrated Construction Coordinators forecast 

upcoming technology trends in the construction industry.  

o Site Contact: Aubrey Mollett, m: (480) 710-9741  

o Address: Mortenson – 710 NW 14th Ave., Suite #300 Portland, OR 97209.  

o Parking: Street Parking Where Available  

o Assembly: Meet Mortenson Representative at Door.  

o Requirements: N/A  

 

 

- Tues March 3rd, 2020: JE Dunn Construction, 3:30PM – 4:30PM 
o Project: TriMet (Jobsite Tour) 

 Brief Description: JE Dunn’s mission statement on this project is “To be the front line for 

transportation service growth” for TriMet. Construction activities include replacing the 

current 1970’s facility to provide new buildings equipped to service the modernization 

and growth of their transit fleet.   

o Site Contact: Amy Nemetz, m: (971) 270-2868  

o Address: 9846 SE Powell Blvd Portland OR 97266  

o Parking: See attached map – please park at Church of Nazarene (9715 SE Powell Blvd) or along 

99th Ave  

o Assembly: Enter the site at the star on the map off 99th Ave and meet in JE Dunn’s main trailer.  

o Requirements: Full PPE required (safety toe boots, hard hat, gloves, safety glasses, high-visibility 

vest)  

 Extra gear may be available, check with contact prior to site tour  

 Please RSVP via the Eventbrite link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wic-week-2020-trimet-jobsite-tour-tickets-95900481923 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

- Wed March 4th, 2020: Turner Construction Co, 4:30PM - 6:00PM 
o Project: The Adidas East Village Expansion (Jobsite Tour)  

Brief Description: Two new buildings on the adidas’ North American HQ campus. A five-story, 

172,000 sq. ft. North Building, a unique hybrid structural system of pre-cast concrete columns, 

heavy timber beams and Cross-Laminated timber (CLT) panels providing a food hall, creative labs, 

meeting zone, open workspace and five levels of underground parking. The three-story, 30,000 

sq. ft. South Building is all heavy timber construction built over an existing parking garage to 

serve as an athletic training and community events destination.  

o Site Contact: Vy Duong, m: (720) 326-8666  

o Address: 5215 North Delaware, Portland, OR 97217  

o Parking: Street Parking – neighborhood one-hour limit ceases at 5:00.  

o Assembly: Conference trailer across the street from project office at 5215 North Delaware 

o Requirements: Full PPE required (safety toe boots, hard hat, gloves, safety glasses, high-visibility 

vest)  

 Extra gear may be available, check with contact prior to site tour  

 Please turn off all phones during the tour, no pictures allowed of the jobsite.  

 Please RSVP via the Eventbrite link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nawic-wic-week-adidas-east-village-expansion-jobsite-tour-tickets-96532293689 

 

  



 
 

 

- Thurs March 5th, 2020: JE Dunn Construction, 12:00PM – 1:30PM 
o Presentation: “Seismic Upgrade & Modernization” (Lunch & Learn)  

 Brief Description: Using the Washington County PSB as a case study, learn how our 

industry can prepare our urban environment for “The Big One” while keeping vital 

services online, and make substantial systemic improvements at the same time.  Hosted 

in conjunction with SERA Architects.  

o Site Contact: Amy Nemetz, m: (971) 270-2868  

o Address: 424 NW 14th Ave., Portland, OR 97209  

o Parking: Street or garage parking in Pearl, no onsite parking available  

o Assembly: JE Dunn Office, check in at front desk  

o Requirements: Please RSVP via the Eventbrite link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wic-week-2020-seismic-upgrade-lunchlearn-tickets-95901685523 

 

 

- Thurs March 5th, 2020: Swinerton Builders, 3:30PM - 5:30PM 
o Presentation: “Women in Timber Construction” Mass Timber & the Evolution of an 

Industry  
 Brief Description: Join Swinerton Mass Timber and NAWIC for an evening discussion on 

the roles and impact women have in Timber construction. The event will include a 

presentation from Swinerton Mass Timber team members followed by a Q&A and 

networking with refreshments provided. 

 Presenters: Erica Spiritos (Mass Timber Preconstruction Manager), Lauren Magasko 

(VD&C Engineer), Taylor Cabot (Project Manager), Rose Gensichen (Project Engineer) 

o Site Contact: Stacey Lin, m: (503) 349-6068 

o Address: Courtyard by Marriott Portland City Center – 550 SW Oak Street, Portland, OR 97204 

o Parking: Street Parking 

o Assembly: N/A 

o Requirements: $15 pre-registration required via Eventbrite link:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-in-timber-construction-mass-timber-and-the-evolution-of-an-industry-tickets-94685766677 

  



 
 

 

- Fri March 6th, 2020: Lease Crutcher Lewis, 3:30PM - 6:00PM 
o Project: The Oregon Zoo & Happy Hour (Jobsite Tour)  

 Brief Description: Completion of the final Oregon Zoo bond project, construction of the 

Polar Bear Passage, Primate Forest and Rhino Habitats are underway.  Consisting of 

animal holding buildings, habitat spaces, a new café building, and event spaces will be 

completed early 2021.  

o Site Contact: Joanna Westrich, m: (503) 758-6463; Lauren Holmes, m: (503) 869-7933  

o Address: 4001 SW Canyon Rd, Portland, OR 97221  

o Parking: Paid parking in the Oregon Zoo parking lots  

o Assembly: Education Hall, to the East of the Main Zoo entrance.  Main drop off area for students.  

o Requirements: Full PPE required (safety toe boots, hard hat, gloves, safety glasses, high-visibility 

vest)  

 Extra gear may be available, check with contact prior to site tour  

 The tour is ages 21+ ONLY, unfortunately no kids allowed. 

 Please RSVP your spot by registering via Eventbrite: 

https://lewiswicweek2020tour.eventbrite.com 
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WOMEN IN TIMBER 
CONSTRUCTION:
Mass Timber and the Evolution of an Industry

Time: Thursday, March 5 - 3:30-5:30 pm 
Location: Courtyard Marriott Portland City Center

Join Swinerton Mass Timber and the National 
Association of Women in Construction (NAWIC) for an 
evening discussion on the roles and impact women 
have in Timber construction. The event will include a 
presentation followed by a Q&A and networking with 
refreshments provided. $15 pre-registration required.

Register at Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-in-timber-construction-mass-timber-and-the-evolution-of-an-industry-tickets-94685766677
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